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Thursday, April 3, 2014 �12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.�Spencer Engineering Building, Room 3109


Settlement of the Kansai International Airport Islands



































The Kansai International Airport was constructed in Osaka Bay in 18 to 20 m deep seawater to avoid noise pollution and land acquisition disputes. Using more than 2.2 million vertical sand drains fully penetrating into the 17.3 to 24.1 m thick Holocene clay layer, and 430 million cubic meters of fill material, the project is viewed as an engineering marvel. The American Society of Civil Engineers named Kansai International Airport one of the “Civil Engineering Monuments of the Millennium.”


Gholamreza Mesri is a world authority on the behaviour of soils and a leader in the study of the compressibility and consolidation of soils and ground improvement. He is the Ralph B. Peck Professor Civil Engineering at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  Together with Karl Terzaghi and Ralph B. Peck, he co-authored the Third Edition of Soil Mechanics in Engineering Practice.  He is an international scientific advisor on landslides to the Center of Excellence on Geohazards established by The Norwegian Geotechnical Institute, Oslo, Norway.


Mesri has taught short courses in Geotechnical Engineering in Canada and around the world.  He has served as consultant to government and private organizations for construction projects in North and South America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australia, including airports, offshore facilities, tunnels, hydroelectric developments, building foundations, and landslides. He is a member of the International Commission on Restoration of Metropolitan Cathedral of Mexico City, a member of the International Commission on Swelling Rocks, ISSMGE Technical Committee on Soft Soils Foundation Engineering, and a founding member of the International Committee on Coastal Geotechnical Engineering.


Mesri is a member of the American Society of Civil Engineers, the Canadian Geotechnical Society, and International Society of Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering.  His honours include the 1988 and 2004 Norman Medal and 1992 Thomas A. Middlebrook Award, of the American Society of Civil Engineers.
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Please contact Michelle Wagler at 519.661.2111 x.82646 if you require information in a different format or if other arrangements can make this event accessible for you. Campus Accessibility Map at � HYPERLINK "http://www.accessibility.uwo.ca/maps.htm" �www.accessibility.uwo.ca/maps.htm�













